
Please remember in your prayers
Sick: Baby Felix Durnion, Matt McDonald, Kathleen Grant, Jackie Chinskie, Jane 
Downie, Jim Kirkwood. Betty McDermott, Betty McAuley, Anne Taggart, M.A.Musgrave, 
Tessa McDade, Martin Burns, Hugh Murphy, Maisie Hendry, Ken May, Chris May, Stuart 
Grew, Margaret Quinn, Megan Carlin, Kirsty White, Gerard Foley, Tony Maschinsky, 
Thomas Crielly, Bridget Flannigan, Elizabeth Ann Curtis (London), James Fallance, 
Michelle Miller (Cleary), Thomas McInally, James Ryan, Maureen Griffin, May Dick,  
Lauren Nicol, Rab Donnelly, Joseph Townsley, Peter Mitchell, Thomas O’Donnell, 
Christine Rennie, 
R.I.P.: Fr John Breslin, Fr Martin O’Keefe,Jim Canning, Elizabeth Harkness, Cathy 
McCue (Motherwell), Thomas Burns, Tommy Donnelly, Bill Scott, Greta Queen, Tommy 
Hughes, Robert Eadie, 
Anniversary: James & Margaret Curran, Danny & Margaret McAfee, Maeve Coyle, 
Catherine Graham, Elaine Ogilvie, Margaret Hoey, Joe & Phyllis Burns, Joe & Bella 
Smith, Burns Family, Dougan Family, Manley Family, Smith Family, Francis Eadie,
Months Mind: James & Bernadette Jamieson, Jim Mulheron, May Cusack,

Sunday & Christmas Collection: £6039.00

Feasts in the coming week
Tuesday 7th January – St. Raymond of Penyafort

Funeral arrangements Fr Martin O'Keefe R.I.P.
Fr O' Keefe's Mortal Remains will be taken to Holy Family Church in Mossend on Sunday 
5th January at 1 pm where he will lie in a small room adjacent to the sacristy until the 
next day to allow persons who wish to pay their respects.  The formal reception into the 
Church will take place on Monday 6th January at 6 pm, with the Funeral Mass on 
Tuesday 7th January at 12 noon.  The interment will take place thereafter in Adambrae 
Cemetery in Livingstone.

Confessions – Sacred Heart Church
Confessions are now available before the Vigil Mass from 4.15pm until 4.45pm. 

All Bulletin notices/Months Mind and Anniversaries for both parishes should be handed into the 
Chapel House or emailed to frmcgoldrick106@gmail.comby Wednesday evening to guarantee 
inclusion in that weekend’s bulletin. Thanks.
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Sacred Heart Church
Weekday Masses: Monday 10am & Friday 10am
Rosary: Monday and Friday 9.35am
Exposition: Monday and Friday - 9am until 9.55am. 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 11am till 6pm
(Tuesdays and Thursdays in the Sacristy)

Sunday Masses: Vigil Mass 5pm (Confessions 4.15pm to 4.45pm)
Sunday 11.30am & 5pm

Please note that on the occasion of a funeral there will be NO Exposition 
of the Blessed Sacrament before the weekday Mass.

St. Gerard’s Church
Weekday Masses: Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday 9.30am 

(Confessions after Saturday 9.30am Mass
Exposition: Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays 8.45am  
Sunday Mass: 10am

Sunday Readings
First Reading:            Isaiah 69: 1-6
Resp. Psalm:              All nations shall fall prostrate before you, O Lord.                              
Second Reading:       Ephesians 3: 2-3; 5-6
Gospel Accl: Alleluia, alleluia
                                    We saw his star as it rose
                                    And have come to do the Lord homage.
                                    Alleluia
Gospel: Matthew 2: 1-12
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SACRED HEART PARISH HALL
THE MOBILE NUMBER FOR HALL BOOKINGS AND ENQUIRIES IS 07542 763033
PLEASE NOTE: All bookings and hall enquiries MUST go through this number to ensure 
the booking can be dealt with properly.  Many thanks.
***If you wish a bar for your function a MINIMUM of 8 weeks’ notice is required***

SACRED HEART CHURCH: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays will resume on Tuesday 7th January 2020.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY: both Sacred Heart & St Gerard’s are looking for new helpers. 
You don’t need any formal training – only willing to help at the liturgy. Speak to Fr 
McGoldrick or Deacon Tom after Mass.

Justice & Peace Commission: a second collection will be taken up at all Masses this 
weekend 4th & 5th January 2020 for Justice & Peace Scotland

St Gerard's church: Second Saturday of each month at 9-30am. With the opportunity 
to be bless with St Peregrine Holy Oil and Venerate the Holy Relic of St Peregrine. A 
book of petitions is open at each mass to record the names of our sick brothers and 
sisters. We offer those names to the Lord. All Welcome.

OUR THANKS & GRATITUDE 

Our words of thanks seem quite inadequate for expressing our deep gratitude for the 
many ways you, our parishioners, have shared the joys and blessings of the Christmas 
season. 
This was seen by the outstanding attendance at the Masses on Christmas Eve and again 
on Christmas Day, as well as all the hard work that went into the preparation for these 
Masses.
We also thank you for the support and encouragement you give to us throughout the 
year by the example of faith, prayer and love so evident in your words and your actions. 
The interest, care and love you show for our parish of Sacred Heart and St Gerard is 
truly inspiring.
This is also a timely moment to thank all those parishioners who give of their time, talent, 
expertise and initiative in building up the faith of this parish in many different ways.
May God continue to bless each one of you in everything you do. 

                                                            Fr McGoldrick and Deacon Tom

Blessing of a home on the Feast of the Epiphany

The family gathers to ask God’s blessing on their home and on those who live in or visit the 
home. It is an invitation for Jesus to be a daily guest in our home, our comings and goings, 
our conversations, our work and play, our joys and sorrows.
A traditional way of doing this is to use chalk to write above the home’s entrance, 20 + C + 
M + B + 20. The letters C, M, B have two meanings. They are the initials of the traditional 
names of the three magi: Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar. They also abbreviate the Latin 
words Christus mansionem benedicat, “May Christ bless the house.” The “+” signs represent 
the cross and 2020 is the year.

V. Our help is the name of the Lord:
R. The maker of heaven and earth.
V. The Lord shall watch over your going out and your coming in:
R. From this time forth for evermore.

Let us pray: Loving God, bless this chalk which you have created, that it may be helpful to 
your people; and grant that through the invocation of your most Holy Name that we who 
use it in faith to write upon the door of our home the names of your holy ones Caspar, 
Melchior, and Balthazar, may receive health of body and protection of soul for all who dwell 
in or visit our home; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Instructions for Blessing the Home
Using the blessed chalk mark the lintel of your front door (or front porch step) as follows:

20 + C + M + B + 20 while saying:
“The three Wise Men, Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar followed the star of God’s Son who 
became human two thousand and fifteen years ago. May Christ bless our home and 
remain with us throughout the new year. Amen”

Then offer the following prayer: Visit, O blessed Lord, this home with the gladness of 
your presence. Bless all who live or visit here with the gift of your love; and grant that we 
may manifest your love to each other and to all whose lives we touch. May we grow in 
grace and in the knowledge and love of you; guide, comfort, and strengthen us in peace, O 
Jesus Christ, now and forever. Amen

“Chalking the door” is a way to celebrate and literally mark the occasion of the Epiphany 
and God’s blessing of our lives and home. With time the chalk will fade. As it does we let 
the meaning of the symbols written sink into the depths of our heart and be manifest in our 
words and actions the Latin words, “Christus mansionem benedictat” “May Christ bless the 
house.


